4                                               COTTON
many of the woven goods called "cottons" in 1552 were
really woollen stuffs. (Actually, prior to 1641, the fabrics
then known as "Manchester cottons" were still made of
wool.) In 1641 Lewis Roberts published The Treasure of
Traffic, in which he says (speaking of Manchester): "They
buy cotton wool in London, that comes first from Cyprus
and Smyrna, and at home worke the same and perfect it
into fustians, vermillions, dimities, and other stuffes, and
then return it to London, where the same is sold, and not
seldom sent into forrain parts, who have means, at far
easier termes, to provide themselves of the said raw
materials/'
Thus, it appears that, in the year 1641, cotton
manufacture was established in, Manchester, and both
the home trade and distant markets were supplied with
several kinds of cotton, goods.
In 1662 Dr. Fuller says that the inhabitants of Man-
chester "buying the cotton wool or yarne coming from
beyond the sea, make it here into fustians, to the good
employment of the poor, and great improvement of the
rich therein, serving mean people for their outsides, and
their betters for the lining of their garments. Bolton is
the staple place for this commodity, being brought thither
from all parts of the country. As for Manchester, the
cottons thereof carry away the credit in our nation, and
so they did a hundred and fifty years ago. For, when
learned Leland, on the cost of King Henry the Eighth,
with his guide, travailed Lancashire, he called Manchester
the fairest and quickest town, in the country/'
For over a hundred years after Roberts wrote his book
on Traffic in 1641, India kept far in front of Europe in
the manufacture of cotton goods. The far Eastern trading
companies gained great wealth by this superiority. In
1775 a patriotic association was formed at Edinburgh to
discourage ladies from wearing the cotton robes of India
in preference to the calicoes and lawns of Glasgow and
Paisley.
By the year 1727 the cotton industry had so  far